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Prologue for an International Comparison of Consumer Electronics Retail Districts
: Beginning with a case study of London’s Tottenham Court Road

AW
Takeshi Sugiyama*

This paper is meant to be a prologue to carrying out comparative research on the consumer electronics retail districts
of Japan and other countries. Such concentrated districts of electronics retailing also exist in other countries. However,
since there is a lack research that sheds light on the concentrations of shops and the circumstances of the neighboring
areas for electronics retail districts overseas, comparative examination of Japan and other countries is not yet feasible.
This paper describes the current situation of Tottenham Court Road in the Fitzrovia neighborhood of London and
examines the geographical factors related to the existence of an electronic retailing centre. In Fitzrovia, which
includes Tottenham Court Road, in addition to retail shops there are also a university and residential areas. The
likelihood that these geographical factors related to the living environment played a role in supporting and the
development of the Tottenham Court Road electronics district was confirmed.
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