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Regionalization Methods in Urban Planning and its Related Fields
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The main purpose of this paper is to review regionalization methods that have been developed and/or used in urban

planning and its related fields. In many fields including urban planning, it is often required to divide a region into

sub-regions in a manner such that the sub-regions are spatially contiguous and as homogeneous as possible. In

literature, such division is referred to as regionalization and many types of regionalization methods have been

proposed. This paper classifies the methods into broadly two types according to whether the number of sub-regions is

predetermined, and further classifies into types. We discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each type and also

discuss how studies on regionalization methods can be extended in the future.
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