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The purpose of this paper is to introduce the practical methodology and theoretical backgrounds of the Land
Suitability Assessment System (Type 1) in Korea, especially to Japanese spatial planning experts. This includes the
overview of the system such as statutory position, methods of the survey, applicable indices, derivation of assessment
criteria, calculation of suitability values and classification of land suitability. The authors point out that although the
interim outputs such as suitability values are absolute scale, the final output appears to be relative scale, which means
that the process would smartly contribute political or realistic decision through scientific analysis. We also suggests
this system has significant suggestions for planning system reform in Japan, especially on how to restructure the

development control system in outside of urbanized areas.
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